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Pilgrimage to nonviolence / Excerpt

When I went to MontgomÊrT, Alabama, as a pastor iq 1954, I had not the slightest idea
that I would later become involved in a crisis in which nonviolent resistance wouid be
applicable. After I had lived in the community about ayear, the bus boycott began. The Negro
people of Montgoffiery, exhausted by the humiliating experiences that they had constantly
faced on the buses, expressed in a massive act of noncooperation their detennination to be
free. They came to see that it was ultimately more honorable to walk the streets in dignity
than to ride the buses in humiiiation. At the beginning of the protest the people called on me
to serve as their spokesman. In accepting this responsibility my mind, consciously or
unconsciously, was driven back to t}e Sermon on the Mount and the Gandhian method of
nonviolent resistance. This principle became the guiding light of our movement. Christ
furnished the spirit and motivation while Gandhi furnished the method.

Manin Luther King, 1960
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