THE CUBAN CRISIS

Source 1 :

Khrushchev speaking in December 1962 to the Supreme Soviet (the
parliament of the USSR):

Comrades, everyone still remembers the tense days of October
when mankind was anxiously listening to the news coming from the
Caribbean. In those days the world was on the brink of a nuclear
catastrophe. What created this crisis? The revolution in Cuba was met
with hostility from the imperialists in the United States of America. The
imperialists are frightened of Cuba because of her ideas. They hate the
idea that little Cuba has dared go her own way, instead of trying to please
American business. American forces have been doing everything they
can, from the first day of the revolution, to overthrow Cuba's government
and restore their own control. They set up an economic blockade of Cuba.
This is inhumane -an attempt to starve a whole nation.

Even this was not enough for them. They decided to use force to
suppress the Cuban revolution. We carried weapons there at the request of
the Cuban government. Cuba needed weapons as a means of deterring the
aggressors, and not as a means of attack. We sent about forty missiles to
Cuba. Naturally, neither we nor our Cuban friends thought that this small
number of missiles would be used for an attack on the United States. Our
aim was only to defend Cuba.
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