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The Suez Crisis. |

Document 1: Minutes of the British government Cabinet meeting on 25th October, 1956.

It now appeared, however, that the Israelis were, after all, advancing their military
preparations with a view to making an attack upon Egypt. They evidently felt that the
ambitions of Colonel Nasser's Government threatened their continued existence as an
independent State and that they could not afford to wait for others to curb his expansionist
policies. The Cabinet must therefore consider the situation which was likely to arise if
hostilities broke out between Israel and Egypt and must judge whether it would necessitate
Anglo-French intervention in this area.

(...) British and French forces would intervene in order to enforce compliance. Israel might
well undertake to comply with such a demand. If Egypt also complied, Colonel Nasser's
prestige would be fatally undermined. If she failed to comply, there would be ample
justification for Anglo-French military action against Egypt in order to safeguard the Canal.
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